THE GREAT MISSIONARY AND THE PRINCIPLE OI< ACTION
leaves no respite, no fragrant leisure, to allow the noble
thoughts to burn like frankincense, is as much an evil as
inaction ; as, in the natural world, the extreme positive
and the extreme negative are the same, and the very rapid
vibrations and the very slow vibrations are similar, because
both we do not see.
As a missionary Vijaykrishna had to busy himself
night and day, but work could not absorb the whole of
his being. Even in the midst of preaching, lecturing,
visiting distant places on foot, treating patients, and doing
all sorts of humanitarian work, he was never carried beyond
the atmosphere of the inner man. The atmosphere of
Santipur always governed him. In so far as this was true,
Vijaykrishna was the highest Karma Yogin mastering the
secret of work. The true Karma Yogin is intensely work-
ing, but his mind is as calm and placid as a sheet of water
without a ripple. This was very true of Vijaykrishna.
Proceeding through the thick of difficulties as he did, he
was denied rest, his health broke down alarmingly, he was
attacked with heart-disease that seemed incurable, and he
became an invalid for life. And yet he would not stop.
On and on he went—the God within him urged him
forward,—under the burning tropical sky and through
deserted fields and marshes ; the whole day passed, and
yet he had not a morsel of bread ; he drank the dirty
water of pools and appeased his hunger with mud.
Though as a missionary and Upacharya he could feel him-
self to be the custodian of the spiritual assets of the people
committed to his care, he never ceased to be a merciless
critic of himself. He felt life intensely and did everything
feelingly, for, though apparently without respite and in
the whirl of breathless activity, he always hovered on the
calm air, the limpid spaces of thought. He had a splendid
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